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Jason Kennedy looks at Meridian’s £10,000 top-of-
the range CD player and asks if we are approaching

It

the performance limits of Red Book CD

eridian has been at the
forefront of CD player
technology since 1984
and the 808.3 is its flagship
disc spinner, so no digital stone has
been left unturned in the quest to
make its third incarnation the ultimate.
As early pioneers in technology
to reduce the ‘ringing effect’ of
conventional digital filters, the
808.3 makes use of the latest
apodising filters (see Talking Point)
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and resolution enhancement
DSP technology.

Equally significant for Meridian
devotees is the 808.3’s ability to
operate as a bridge or front end for
a Sooloos digital media system and
to send a digital signal to a pair of
Meridian active DSP loudspeakers.
The finishing touch is that this is
not just a CD player, it’s also a
preamplifier with digital and
analogue inputs.

< DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Meridian Signature

Reference 808.3
ORIGIN: UK

TYPE: CD player and
preamplifier
WEIGHT:

14kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
480x175x411mm
FEATURES:

* Analogue inputs: 6
RCA phono

e Digitalinputs: 3x
coax, 2x Toslink,
Speakerlink

* Meridian Sooloos
RJ45 connectivity

¢ Analogue outputs:
XLR, RCA phono

* Digital outputs:
coax, 2x R)45
balanced

DISTRIBUTOR:
Meridian

TELEPHONE:
01480445678

WEBSITE:
meridian-audio.com

Cutting edge
The 808.3 looks pretty much like its
predecessor, so we asked Meridian’s
Bob Stuart what had changed since
the 808.2. He said that having
developed the apodising filter —
one that’s designed to eliminate
pre-ringing in both the digital signal
being read off the disc and the
ringing produced by filters in the
original recording — the software was
totally revised in the original 808.
For the 808.3, Meridian has revised
all the hardware that runs that
software. So the DSP (digital signal
processor) remains the same, but the
analogue and digital outputs are
new and the reference oscillators or
clocks have been totally redesigned.
This player still uses a three-stage
FIFO clock circuit, but it’s a totally
new one. Even the transport has
been changed to a CD-ROM drive
made specifically for Meridian by
TEAC, so although an upgrade will
be available to take 808.2 players to
808.3 status, it will be a relatively
expensive one.
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